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“Parallel Universe” Zhang Wen & Liu Shaodong Duo Exhibition
Press Meeting: February 181, 2023 from 1:30pm-3:00pm
Public Opening: February 19™, 2023

Exhibition Duration: February 19%, 2023 — March 26™, 2023
Artist: Zhang Wen & Liu Shaodong

Curator: Zhang Lingmiao

Venue: Art+ Shanghai Gallery

Yifeng Shopping Mall, 99 East Beijing Road, Unit L207, 2" Floor
Huangpu District,

200002 Shanghai, China

Tue-Sun, 10:30 am -6:30 pm (Monday Closed)

www.artplusshanghai.com

For press inquiries please contact:
Gia (WeChat: Giaaal23)

gia@artplusshanghai.com

gallery@artplusshanghai.com

ABOUT THE EXHIBITION

Art+ Shanghai Gallery will present “Parallel Universe” Duo Exhibition of Zhang Wen & Liu
Shaodong on February 18, 2023. The two artists were alumni of the Central Academy of Fine
Arts in Beijing and later became husband and wife. Over the years, they have each explored
their own artistic creations, but there is a subtle similarity in their seemingly different works.

“Parallel Universe” will explore how a couple with individual creative identities share
inspiration, ideas, and even techniques or perhaps how they are influenced by their significant
other.

The resulting work, painting and sculpture examines the condition of collaborative practice,
and the cross fertilization of ideas that may have crept into each other’s practice.

In Zhang Wen's works of ink on paper, one or a group of "children™ are usually the
protagonists. They travel freely in the artist's imaginative and surreal composition, sometimes
they stand quietly sometimes they fly enthusiastically, symbolizing the purity and sincerity in
the human nature.

Liu Shaodong, who is engaged in sculpture has chosen animals that are common in daily life
as the subject of his creation in recent years, Through the observation and expression of
animals, he has gradually constructed a unique perspective on human society. Whether it is a
child or an animal, perhaps more precisely a " romantic being", the protagonist of the two
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artists always maintains a certain distance from the highly socialized real world, but it is this
distance that also provides us with a way to observe the real world with new possibilities.

Childhood Universe, a subject of universal significance and personal experience, provides an
ideal framework for the works of Liu Shaodong & Zhang Wen.

ABOUT ZHANG WEN

Zhang Wen’s works are filled with the nostalgia, experiences, and revelations inherent in
growing up, and it is almost as if through her art she can hold off that moment when the
innocence of childhood is broken by the realities of adulthood.

Zhang Wen’s brushstrokes are simple and forthright, a style that amplifies her narrative
about childhood innocence. Her use of color, tonal variation and color saturation is
reminiscent of traditional Chinese ink, and her exceptional composition and perspective
reveals

an uncommon intelligence. Her art has the distinctive feel of Chinese ink, yet at the same
time is distinctive with her own intimately personal and experimental language.

ABOUT LIU SHAODONG

Liu Shao Dong’s portrayal and representation of animals are not just to construct a form of
play. These gentle and little animals imply his deep understanding of the relationship between
man and nature. At the same time, they are not only used as a resource medium and object,
but they are also like people's partners, wrapping, attaching, and accompanying "people™.

ABOUT Art+ Shanghai Gallery

Art+ Shanghai Gallery was founded in October 2007 by four partners who share a long
passion and involvement in art. Showcasing established and emerging contemporary Asian
artists, Art+ Shanghai Gallery is dedicated to the exhibition, promotion, and development of
contemporary art with a focus on emerging and mid-career artists with unique artistic style
and high-quality artwork. Located in a historical YIFENG building within walking distance
to Shanghai's famous Bund area, Art+ Shanghai Gallery has its pulse on the contemporary
Chinese art scene. In addition to holding group and solo exhibitions, Art+ Shanghai Gallery
offers art consultation services for private and corporate companies.
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